12 AUGUST 2020

FOR URGENT RELEASE

THE CARAVAN’S JOURNALISTS SEXUALLY HARASSED AND ASSAULTED WHILE
ON ASSIGNMENT IN DELHI’S NORTH GHONDA

On the afternoon of 11 August, three journalists with The Caravan—Shahid Tantray, Prabhjit
Singh and a woman journalist—faced a brutal attack while reporting in the nation’s capital. A
mob assaulted the three journalists in Subhash Mohalla, in northeast Delhi’s North Ghonda
neighbourhood. The journalists were reporting on a story concerning an individual who filed
complaints regarding the targeted anti-Muslim violence in northeast Delhi this February. The
journalists were under attack for roughly an hour and a half. They were subjected to
communal slurs, threatened with murder and sexually harassed.

The incident began while the journalists were taking photographs of saffron flags that had
been put up in the area. (Saffron flags are popular symbols of Hindutva, the ideology of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. Hindutva groups are widely reported to have attacked Muslims
during the February violence in Delhi.) Some men approached them and told them to stop.
One of the men, who was wearing a saffron kurta and had a bandage on his arm, identified
himself as a “BJP general secretary.” He asked Tantray for his identity card. The mob
launched their attack upon realising that Tantray was Muslim. During her attempt to get away
from the attack, the woman journalist faced sexual harassment from a middle-aged man who
exposed his genitals to her. Later, the mob attacked her as well. To ensure the safety of the
journalist, The Caravan is concealing her identity.

The Caravan has published over thirty stories on the anti-Muslim attacks in February. These
include critical investigations into allegations that leaders of the Bharatiya Janata Party
orchestrated and participated in the violence, and eye-witness accounts of police complicity
in the attacks. The stories have also looked in depth at the police’s harassment and
intimidation of Muslim residents in the aftermath of the violence, and especially of witnesses
who have come forward to register official complaints. Over twenty journalists—including
reporters, video reporters, photojournalists and editors—have put their efforts into producing
our coverage of the violence and its aftermath, even amid the COVD-19 lockdown.

The assault on The Caravan’s journalists is a grave attack on press freedom and the freedom
of speech enshrined in the Constitution, and a sign of the rising dangers of reporting on
Hindutva and majoritarian violence under the current government.

“Tuesday’s attack on three Caravan journalists who reported doggedly on the violence in
northeast Delhi is an attack on journalism and free and fair reporting,” Vinod Jose, the
executive editor of The Caravan, said. “We expect the police and the judiciary to act
fearlessly in punishing the mob that assaulted and sexually harassed journalists, and deleted
valuable interviews and images from the journalists’ camera. The violence and sexual



harassment faced by our woman colleague is among the most shocking and offensive attacks
on a woman journalist in India in a long time.”

“This is unprecedented, in 25 years of journalism I have not encountered this level of public
depravity,” Hartosh Singh Bal, the polictal editor of The Caravan, said. “If mobs can decide
on who will report on them and how, if identity becomes the marker of journalistic
credibility, if violence is the response to reporting and institutions fail to act by the law, then
it is not just the media which becomes unviable, so does constitutional democracy.”

The attack began at around 2 pm, when a mob of locals—men and women—surrounded the
journalists in a lane and learnt of Tantray’s Muslim identity. During the assault, the woman
journalist managed to extricate herself through a gate. The mob locked the gate behind her,
trapping the other two journalists inside. When the woman journalist pleaded with the
attackers to let her colleagues go, a man with a crew-cut hairstyle and rakhis tied around his
wrist pulled at her clothing to try and drag her inside.

The woman journalist ran to a neighbouring lane. As she sat on a slab to compose herself, she
was surrounded by a group of young men who looked to be in their early twenties. The men
began taking photos and videos of her. As she recorded in a police complaint filed
immediately after the incident, they were “making cheap and lewd comments and started
saying ‘Dikhao, dikhao’”—Show, show. As she walked away, “a middle-aged man in a dhoti
and a white T-shirt, with a bald head and a slim pony-tail stood in front of me. He then
opened his dhoti and exposed his genitals while looking at me. He proceeded to shake his
penis with his hand and started making objectionable and lewd expressions, while laughing at
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me.

The woman journalist fled for her safety. She then received a call from Tantray, who asked
her to come to the Bhajanpura police station. As she was asking for directions to the police
station, the mob that first attacked the journalists caught hold of her. The mob began shoving
and beating her. “All of them started hitting me on my head, arms, chest, hips,” she recorded
in her complaint. She was finally able to escape with the help of a police official, who took
her to Bhajanpura police station.

Before the mob found the woman journalist, it had continued its attack on the other two
journalists. Tantray was abused with communal slurs such as “mullah” and “kattua,”
threatened with murder, and repeatedly slapped and kicked. When Singh tried to intervene,
the mob kicked him as well. The mob threatened to break the camera the journalists were
using, at which point Tantray offered to delete all the pictures he had taken. He then did so in
front of his attackers. When the mob persisted with its threats to break the camera, Tantray
was forced to give up its memory card. Singh recalled that the man who claimed to be
affiliated to the BJP told the journalists that “they would not be able to do anything to him.”

Two police officials who were present at the scene were unable to prevent the mob from
attacking the journalists. Ultimately, more police officials arrived at the scene and they were
able to take the two journalists to the Bhajanpura police station. It was at that point that
Tantray called his woman colleague.



Singh and the woman journalist filed police complaints about the attack. The police have not
registered FIRs in connection to these complaints. The police have stated that the locals who
attacked the journalists also filed a complaint, and that they need to examine both sides’
complaints before filing an FIR.

The journalists were in the area for follow-up reporting in connection to an earlier story by
Singh and Tantray on local women’s allegations of assault and sexual harassment at the
hands of the Delhi Police. Two women and a teenage girl alleged that the police sexually
harassed them on 8 August, after they arrived at the Bhajanpura station to try and register an
FIR regarding the chanting of communal slogans in the area following the foundation-laying
ceremony for the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. One of the women was among the complainants
in a case related to the Delhi violence.

The Caravan has consistently reported on the targeted attacks against Muslims during the
Delhi violence. The journalists attacked on 11 August have done ground-breaking work to
the violence and the government’s response to it. In a series of investigative stories, Singh
reported on multiple complaints filed by Muslim residents that tied BJP leaders and senior
police officials to the violence, and described how the police had failed to act on these
complaints. Tantray, in a video story, recorded the testimony of a Hindu rioter who justified
the violence, and spoke openly of setting Muslim-owned shops on fire and watching three
people being burnt alive. In another story, Tantray reported on the case of a Muslim man who
lost an eye to a bullet injury, and on failures by the Delhi Police in their investigation of the
case.

The attack on our journalists is a grave assault on media freedom, and on the journalists’
democratic rights as reporters and citizens. The Caravan is determined to continue its
reporting on the violence in northeast Delhi.

Please call our Editorial Manager Haripriya KM on +91 85270 37049 for any details.

The full report of the attack is here:

caravanmagazine.in/crime/the-caravan-journalists-assaulted-sexually-harassed-in-northeast-
delhi

The Caravan’s coverage of the Delhi Violence is here:

caravanmagazine.in/tag/delhi-violence

Singh and Tantray’s latest report, on the women and teenager who alleged that the Delhi
Police officials at the Bhajanpura police station sexually assaulted them, here:

caravanmagazine.in/crime/delhi-police-beat-sexually-assaulted-us-bhajanpura-station-riots-
complainant-daughter

Copies of the complaints, with the identity of the woman journalist withheld, are attached.



Photo Credit:
LEFT: COURTESY PRABHIJIT SINGH/RIGHT: BILAL KUCHAY

Thanks,

The Caravan Editors
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